Three-dimensional reconstruction of innermost chorion layer from Drosophila melanogaster.
A low-resolution three-dimensional structure of the crystalline innermost chorion layer (ICL) has been calculated from electron microscope images of tilted negatively stained crystals. The isolated ICL is a single layer, about 12 nm thick and appears to be made up of two types of subunits, each approximately 3 nm in diameter, arranged regularly as groups of four heterodimers in space group C222. Linking density between these groups of subunits, maintaining the integrity of the layer, appears to be confined mainly to the outer surfaces of the ICL.